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Drawing upon personal and research experiences in Aligarh (India) and Punjab (Pakistan) over a period of
three decades (1980-2010), in this presentation Saikia probes the intimate and private spaces of human inter-
actions within a variety of Muslim communities. Her personal experiences as a student at Aligarh Muslim
University, field work in a remote village in Punjab, and oral history with perpetrators of the 1971 war in
Pakistan enable reflection on the ever present power of human connections. The infectious contagion of
human understanding opens up and creates new possibilities for building relationship between self and other.
Living in relationship is as much a way of being as well as a desire for creating spaces for peace that is unique
and preponderant in Muslim South Asia. Her story highlights the everyday human encounters that spread the

contagion of peace for rethinking the capacity of people’s peace in the subcontinent.
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